CHAYEI SARAH / MAREH MEKOMOS

Eliezer and the mission

1 Bereishis 24 5
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The servant said to him: Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land. Shall | bring
your son back to the land from which you came?

2 Bereishis 24 39
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| said to my master: Perhaps the woman will not follow me.

3 Rashi on Bereishis 24 39
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“Perhaps the woman will not follow me.” It is written eilai, “to me.” Eliezer had a daughter and was
looking for a pretext for Avraham to tell him to turn to him and marry his daughter to Yitzchak.
Avraham said to him: My son is blessed, and you are cursed; the cursed cannot attach itself to the
blessed.
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He said: Hashem, God of my master Avraham, please arrange it before me today, and show kindness
to my master Avraham.
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The servant ran toward her and said: Please let me sip a little water from your pitcher.
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When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold nose ring weighing a beka, and two
bracelets for her arms, weighing ten gold shekels.
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Food was placed before him to eat, but he said: | will not eat until | have spoken my words. He said:
Speak.

8 Bereishis 24 56
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He said to them: Do not delay me, now that Hashem has made my journey successful. Send me away,
and | will go to my master.
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He said: Come, blessed of Hashem! Why are you standing outside? | have cleared the house and a
place for the camels.
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“He said: Come, blessed of Hashem.” He thought he was Avraham, because his facial appearance
resembled his. Rabbi Yosei ben Rabbi Dosa said: Canaan is Eliezer, and because he served that
righteous man faithfully, he left the category of the cursed and entered the category of the blessed.

RAV MORDECHAI BURG 1



CHAYEI SARAH / MAREH MEKOMOS

Cham Noach and Canaan

11 Sanhedrin 70a
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Rav and Shmuel disagree: One said that he castrated him, and the other said that he sexually
assaulted him.
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He said: Cursed is Canaan; a slave of slaves shall he be to his brothers.

13 Rashi on Bereishis 9 25
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“Cursed is Canaan.” You caused me not to father another, fourth son to serve me. Cursed is your
fourth son, to serve the descendants of these older sons, upon whom the burden of serving me now
falls.

14 Bereishis 9 26
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He said: Blessed is Hashem, the God of Shem; and may Canaan be their servant.
15 Rashi on Bereishis 9 26
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“Blessed is Hashem, the God of Shem.” He will ultimately keep His promise to Shem’s descendants,
giving them the land of Canaan.

16 Bechor Shor on Bereishis 9 25
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“He said: Cursed is Canaan.” He is to be subdued before everyone.
17 Haamek Davar on Bereishis 9 25
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“A slave of slaves.” In truth, some descendants of Shem and Yefes were also sold as slaves, captured
in war, or the like. Conversely, not all descendants of Canaan are slaves; several great nations
descended from him. Rather, the curse was that whoever came to be a slave would be suited to that
condition, being descended from slaves from birth, from the womb, and from conception. This is unlike
Shem and Yefes, whose descendants are not suited to it. Even when such a person is a slave, his inner
spirit longs to be free; consequently, he is not easy to employ, and through effort he becomes free.
Thus every non-Jewish slave is called an eved kena’ani, since Canaan is the most suited of slaves,
even when that slave is not descended from Canaan.

18 Bereishis 9 22
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Cham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s nakedness and told his two brothers outside.
19 Rashi on Bereishis 9 22
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“Cham, the father of Canaan, saw.” Some of our Sages say that Canaan saw and told his father.
Therefore he is mentioned in this episode and was cursed.
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Bracha and connection to Hashem

20 Devarim 8 10
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You shall eat and be satisfied, and bless Hashem your God for the good land that He has given you.
21 Rabbeinu Bachya on Devarim 8 10
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Rather, the expression “you shall bless” denotes increase and abundance, and is related to a pool
flowing from its source.

22 Berachos 35a
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The Sages taught: A person may not benefit from this world without a blessing. Anyone who benefits
from this world without a blessing has committed misuse of sacred property. What is his remedy? He
should go to a sage.

Go to a sage? What can the sage do for him? He has already committed the prohibition! Rather, Rava

said: He should go to a sage at the outset, who will teach him blessings so that he will not come to
misuse sacred property.

23 Vayikra22 10 and 11
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No outsider may eat sacred food. A resident of a Kohen’s household or a hired worker may not eat
sacred food. But if a Kohen acquires a person as his monetary acquisition, that person may eat of it;
those born in his household may eat of his food.

Cleaving to Hashem through talmidei chachamim

24 Kesubos 111b
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“But you who cleave to Hashem your God are all alive today.” Is it possible to cleave to the Divine
Presence? Is it not written: “For Hashem your God is a consuming fire”? Rather, anyone who marries
his daughter to a Torah scholar, conducts business on behalf of Torah scholars, or benefits Torah
scholars from his possessions—the verse regards him as though he cleaves to the Divine Presence.
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